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BRASS
THE FILM DIRECTOR

Giovanni Brass was born on 26 March 1933 into the 
family of a famous artist, Italico Brass, who was his 
grandfather. Italico gave his grandson a nickname 
“Tintoretto” which Giovanni later adapted into his 
cinematic name, Tinto Brass.
Tinto inherited his grandfather’s artistic skills, but 
he applied them to film instead of canvas. When 
he joined the Italian film industry, he worked with 
such famous directors as Federico Fellini (his idol) 
and Roberto Rossellini. In 1963 he directed his first 
film, “Chi lavora è perduto – In capo al mondo”.
Afterwards, he went on to make such avante garde 
art films as “Nerosubianco” (1969) and “L’urlo” 

(1966). He was approached in 1976 to direct a 
sexploitation quickie, “Salon Kitty” (1976), but he 
wisely chose to have the script rewritten, turning it 
into a dark, political satire. 

The success of “Salon Kitty” lead Penthouse mag-
azine publisher Bob Guccione to choose Brass to 
helm “Caligola” (1979), the big-budget adaption 
of Gore Vidal’s novel “Caligula”.“Caligola” was 
originally supposed to be a satire on power instead 
of an erotic film, but the producers changed and 
re-edited the film entirely without Brass’s consent, 
removing many political and comical scenes, and 
re-shooting pornographic ones, to make the film a 
pornographic drama. The director demanded that 
his name be stricken from the credits, and he is 

only credited for “Principal Photography”. Despite 
this, the film remains his most widely viewed work 
(and the highest-grossing Italian film released in 
the United States). 

Other notable works of Brass’s later period in-
clude “The Key” (1983), “Miranda” (1985), “Pa-
prika” (1991), “Così fan tutte” (released under the 
English title “All Ladies Do It”) (1992), “Monella” 
(“Frivolous Lola”) (1998), “Tra(sgre)dire” (2000) 
and “Senso ’45” (2002) (an update of the classic 
novella “Senso”) which cemented his reputation of 
an undisputed master of erotica and avante-garde 
art films.
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SPATIODYNAMISME
1958

Directed by Tinto Brass and Nicolas Schöffer, the 
film is a Six-minute silent color 16mm record of 
Nicolas Schöffer’s interactive robotic sculpture 
“CYSP 1” which reacted in unpredictable ways to 
light and color. 02
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IN CAPO AL MONDO – CHI LAVORA È PERDUTO
1963

The film follows a day of Bonifacio (Sady Rebbot), 
a young and unemployed designer with anti-social 
tendencies. He has applied for (at) a job and has an 
interview for the psychological test in the morn-

ing. The rest of the day, he starts to roam around 
Venice and recalls his past, also having daydreams 
about his future. Flashbacks reveal his troubled 
love affair with his former girlfriend Gabriella (Pas-
cale Audret) and his relationships with his com-
munist friends Claudio (Tino Buazzelli) and “Kim” 
(Franco Arcalli).
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ÇA IRA – IL FIUME DELLA RIVOLTA
1964

“Ça ira” is an Italian collage film of documentary 
film and drama film genres. Taking its name from 
the popular revolutionary song, the film is a critical 
narrative of 20th century revolutions from 1900 to 
1962 and their legacy.

The first film directed by Brass, “Ça ira - Il fiume 
della rivolta” was produced in 1962 but it could be 
premiered at the Venice Film Festival in September 
1964, to see theatrical release in December.[]
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LA MIA SIGNORA
1964

“La mia signora” is a 1964 Italian comedy film 
directed by Tinto Brass, Mauro Bolognini and Luigi 
Comencini. It consists of five episodes, all starring 
Alberto Sordi and Silvana Mangano. The episode 
Eritrea, directed by Comencini, was later remade 
by Sergio Corbucci as the film Rimini Rimini (1987).
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IL DISCO VOLANTE
1964

“Il disco volante” is a 1964 Italian comic science 
fiction film with mockumentary elements, starring 
Monica Vitti and Alberto Sordi. The film features 
the renowned comedian Sordi in four distinct roles 
as a dim-witted Carabinieri brigadiere, a cheese-
pairing accountant, a decadent count, and an 
alcoholic priest. Involving characters from different 
social strata, “Il disco volante” is effectively a satire 
of the Italian society, particularly the people of 
Brass’s adopted home region Veneto.
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YANKEE
1966

Italian-Spanish Western film starring Philippe 
Leroy. Local crime boss El Grande Concho rules 
with his gang from an abandoned church over a big 
territory. Hoping for a substantial payday a bounty 
hunter called “Yankee” decides to take him on.
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COL CUORE IN GOLA
1967

The giallo movie is loosely based on the novel  
“Il sepolcro di carta” written by Sergio Donati.  
The film used storyboards from cartoonist  
Guido Crepax. 

A French actor named Bernard (Jean-Louis Trin-
tignant) comes across a beautiful young woman 
(Ewa Aulin) bending over the corpse of a mur-
dered nightclub owner in London. He believes her 
that she is innocent of the crime, and runs off with 
her to protect her from a group of criminal types 
who are stalking her.
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NEROSUBIANCO
1968

Styled as “nEROSubianco” and also released with 
the international title “Attraction”, the movie is an 
Italian black comedy. The film deals with a variety 
of contemporary themes such as sexual freedom, 
racial tensions, and political radicalism from the 
perspective of a young upper-class Italian woman. 
The film has also been titled rather exploitatively as 
“The Artful Penetration of Barbara” and as “Black 
on White”, a literal translation of the Italian title. 

The movie was premiered at the 1968 Cannes Film 
Festival.

Barbara (Anita Sanders) has accompanied her hus-
band Paolo (Nino Segurini) to London. He leaves 
her at Hyde Park for his business transactions and 
Barbara starts sightseeing, soon to realise that an 
African American man (Terry Carter) is luring her. 
She sees it as an opportunity for an adventurous 
outreach to a new world and as her observations 
intermingle with her fantasies, she begins to ques-
tion her own life.
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L’URLO
1968

A runaway bride and an eccentric vagrant embark 
on a surreal journey in a twisted world reflecting 
60s pop culture, sex, and politics.



2120ïä
BRASS Plain Light
434 pt

Drop
out!

—
Hylä

tyt

BRASS Filled
200 pt

DROPOUT
1970

“Dropout” is a 1970 Italian romantic drama. It stars 
real-life couple, Franco Nero and Vanessa Red-
grave. They also worked with Brass a year later on 
the drama “La vacanza”. 

Mary is a disillusioned English banker’s wife who 
meets a troubled Italian immigrant, Bruno. Mary is 
captivated by Bruno and they set off on a voyage 
together. In the course of their voyage, they meet a 
series of society’s dropouts; the unemployed, drug 
addicts, drag queens and anarchists. They both 
learn a great deal about life from these misfits.
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LA VACANZA
1971

The movie stars Vanessa Redgrave and Franco 
Nero. It premiered at the Venice Film Festival on 
4 September 1971 where it was awarded the Best 
Italian Film prize. This was followed by a theatrical 
release in Italy on 5 April 1972. A year earlier, Brass, 
Redgrave and Nero had worked together on the 
romantic drama, “Dropout”.

Immacolata (Redgrave) is a peasant girl and mis-
tress of the count, but when he turns his attentions 
back to his wife he has Immacolata committed to 
a mental asylum. “La Vacanza” is her one-month 
experimental leave from the institution. She is 
rejected by her family and subsequently finds new 
friends in the form of gypsies and an Englishman. 
But their happiness is blighted by criminal actions 
and a fight for freedom.
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I MISS SONIA HENIE
1971

At the 1971 International Film Festival of Belgrade, 
Yugoslav director Karpo Acimovic-Godina instruct-
ed seven other directors to shoot less than three 
minutes of film footage inside a bedroom with 
static shots that contained the phrase “I Miss Sonja 
Henie”. This film is the result.
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SALON KITTY
1976

Kitty runs a brothel in Nazi Germany where the 
soldiers come to “relax”. Recording devices have 
been installed in each room by a power hungry 
army official, who plans to use the information to 
blackmail Hitler and gain power himself.
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1979

The rise and fall of the notorious Roman Emperor 
Caligula (Malcolm McDowell), showing the violent 
methods that he employs to gain the throne, and 
the subsequent insanity of his reign. He gives his 
horse political office and humiliates and executes 
anyone who even slightly displeases him.
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ACTION
1980

Bruno is an idealistic hero who questions the 
meaning of life in this confusing and sometimes 
hallucinatory erotic drama. After a night in jail, 
he is gang-raped by punk rockers in a garbage 
dump. He later saves an old man who believes he 
is Garibaldi and a woman he believes is Ophelia. 
Bruno watches helplessly as she later jumps from 
a window.
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LA CHIAVE
1983

As the rise of the Italian Fascism makes its visible 
presence in noble 1940s Venice, Professor Nino 
Rolfe and his much younger wife, the sumptuous 
Italian beauty, Teresa, sadly, after twenty years of 
marriage, witness their enthusiasm wither and the 
passion wane. Inevitably, all that remains now, is to 
let his imagination run wild and confess his boldly 

intimate and rousing thoughts to his elaborate 
diary, in the hope that Teresa will soon find it and 
read it. There, in his frank and unrestricted confes-
sions, against all risk of being judged as a vile and 
corrupt man, Nino would admit all the things that 
he would never be able to say in person, urging his 
Goddess Teresa to finally get rid of her painful and 
revolting modesty. The faithful diary may be locked 
away in safety but the precious key is hidden in 
plain sight.
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1985

Miranda (Serena Grandi) is an innkeeper living in a 
small Po Valley town of the late 1940s. She is left a 
widow after her husband is lost in World War II but 
she has been denying marriage, waiting (at least 
verbally) for her husband’s return.
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CAPRICCIO
1987

Jennifer (Nicola Warren) and Fred (Andy J. For-
est) are an American couple who met during their 
World War II service on the island of Capri. In the 
year 1947, they return to the island for their holiday 
and past memories as well as disappointments of 
their married life soon lead them to their former 
crushes on the island to whom they have been 
writing letters.
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SNACK BAR BUDAPEST
1988

A disbarred lawyer (Giancarlo Giannini) is working 
as a debt collector for his partner Sapo (Philippe 
Léotard). Escorting prostitute Milena (Raffaella 
Baracchi) impregnated by Sapo to an unnamed sea 
resort of grotesque atmosphere (filmed in Lido di 
Ostia), he encounters the ambitious young ring-
leader Molecola (François Negret) who has bought 
several old recreational sites in the environs to 
turn the town into an “Italian Las Vegas” but the 
hotel-bar named Snack Bar Budapest run by a man 
(Carlo Monni) and his family remains an obstacle.
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1991

In 1958, on the verge of the Merlin Law that makes 
brothels illegal, Mimma (Debora Caprioglio), a 
young country girl, comes to town and decides to 
work as a prostitute in order to help her fiancé get 
the money to start their own business, and is given 
the name Paprika at Madame Collette’s (Martine 
Brochard) house.
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1992

Diana (Claudia Koll) is a Roman wife happily mar-
ried to sympathetic Paolo (Paolo Lanza) but she is 
keen on playing benign games of seduction with 
other men while resisting the advances of chic 
lingerie shop owner Silvio (Renzo Rinaldi) and she 
narrates her adventures to Paolo in order to stimu-
late their otherwise monotonous sexual life. 

Under the influence of her lesbian friend Antoniet-
ta (Isabella Deiana) and raunchy sister Nadia (Or-
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nella Marcucci), Diana starts to move the ongoings 
further while Paolo is still prone to believing that 
events narrated by her are merely fantasies. Nev-
ertheless, when the French Sadean antiques dealer 
Donatien Alphonse (Franco Branciaroli) leaves 
marks on her body, Paolo understands that Diana is 
cheating on him and throws her out of the house. 
Diana then seeks further sexual adventures, while 
she and Paolo reflect on the nature of sexuality and 
monogamy, and their future as a couple.  

The movie is loosely based on Mozart/da Ponte 
opera “Così fan tutte”.
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1994

At a college in Rome, a professor, nicknamed 
“Dodo” is in a deep depression. His stunningly 
beautiful wife, Silvia has just left him for another 
man. He wants her back very badly and has erotic 
daydreams about her.
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FERMO POSTA TINTO BRASS
1995

This film is a series of letters, photos and video 
cassettes which women often send in to certain 
newspapers. By visualizing their story-telling (the 
name given by the psychologists to their fantasies) 
the film portrays the confessions, the secret long-
ings, the adventures, recollections, dreams, desires 
and fantasies of these women.
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MONELLA
1998

Lola (Anna Ammirati) is the teenage daughter 
of widow Zaira (Serena Grandi) living in a small 
Po Valley town (filming location is the comune 
of Pomponesco and Dosolo) in the 1950s. She is 
engaged to young Masetto (Max Parodi credited as 
Mario Parodi), who firmly believes in girls’ virginity 
before marriage.
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TRA(SGRE)DIRE
1998

In London, the beautiful Venetian Carla Burin (Yuli-
ya Mayarchuk) is an intern at the front desk of a 
hotel. She is looking for an apartment to allow her 
boyfriend Matteo (Jarno Berardi) to join her there. 
The real estate agent, Moira (Francesca Nunzi), 
who is bisexual, rents her a loft with a view of the 
Thames, with “intimate conditions.”
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1998

Livia Mazzoni, the wife of a senior man-
ager of MinCulPop, departs from Asolo 
to Venice, where she meets her lover 
Helmut Schultz, an officer of the SS. 
During her car trip, Livia remembers the 
sexual drift that brought her up to that 
point, overwhelming her in a whirlwind of 
erotic adventures, illicit trafficking, shady 
characters who move in the shadow of 
the disarraying fascist regime in the final 
months of World War II.
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FALLO!
2003

The movie consists of a series of six independent 
erotic vignettes. The original title is pun on the 
term “Fallo!” meaning in Italian both “Do It” and 
“Phallus”.

“Alibi”: Cinzia celebrates her seventh year of 
marriage with her husband in Casablanca. The 
vignette starts with the husband making Cinzia 
retell her gynecologist’s visit with a sexy twist. The 
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husband then arranges for her to have sex with Ali, 
a hotel worker.

“Montaggio alternato”: Stefania is the wife of 
distinguished TV news anchor Luigi who becomes 
enraged when she finds out her husband is having 
an affair with Erika. 

“2 cuori 1 capanna”: The sweet Katarina Alto Adige 
is paid generously to meet with the perverse Frau 
Bertha a German dominatrix and her male slave in 
a small Tyrolean guesthouse.

“Botte d’allegria”: Raffaella regales her husband 
with stories of her affairs, some of which are very 
strange. Her husband enjoys this, and encourages 
her to keep cheating on him.

“Honni soit qui mal y pense”: In the beautiful 
village of Cap d’Agde, Anna, has leisurely fun with 
Mrs. Helen and her husband, satirist Mr. Noel.

“Dimme porca che me piaze”: Venetian Rosy is on 
her honeymoon with her husband in London, and 
agrees to a dare that she must have sex in public.
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MONAMOUR
2005

Marta is a young nymphomaniac housewife, mar-
ried to Dario, a successful book publisher. Although 
she still loves her husband, Marta hasn’t been able 
to achieve sexual satisfaction for months due to 
their dull and predictable love life.

mon
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KICK THE COCK
2008

Short film about a mischievous game between a 
soubrette and her boss. The title refers to an old 
Dutch saying, meaning “Peek in the Kitchen”.
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HOTEL COURBET
2009

Hotel Courbet is an Italian short film presented at 
the 66th Venice Film Festival in the context of the 
retrospective dedicated to the director.

A woman is feeling sad and suddenly trys to in-
dulge in pleasure. For a thief who happened to be 
there by chance, this violated intimacy is worth 
much more than all the stolen goods he managed 
to steal.
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BRASS
THE TYPEFACE

Brass is a display typeface aesthetically linked 
to various references coming both from graphic 
design history and practice. The typeface’s stroke, 
for example, is influenced by several experiments 
done with Adobe Illustrator’s digital brushes. 

Brass is also related to the typographic history, in 
particular to the golden age of photocomposition 

(for example the VGC photo-mechanical title 
letters among others) and to the Letraset and 
Mecanorma rubdown transfer sheets era. 

The typeface’s name, and its mood, derive from 
the eccentric title lettering frequently adopted by 
the Italian director Tinto Brass; in line with some 
popular trends in vogue between the sixties and 
nineties in advertising and editorial design, he 
always chose expressive and anti-minimalistic 
typography for his films.
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The Brass display family consists of versatile 
members. There are two main style groups: one 
with the “asterisk element” (as a representation 
of brush rotation) in outline or filled black version, 
and one plain version. The outline versions are 
available in various stroke widths. 

Brass is the first typeface designed by the Fantasia 
Type a design/research duo founded by Franzis-
ka Weitgruber and Michele Galluzzo in 2020 and 
based between Milan and Laces (South Tyrol).



B
RA
SS

BRASS 
THE TYPEFACE – THE FILM DIRECTOR

Fantasia Type
(Michele Galluzzo + Franziska Weitgruber)

July 2020

–

Design:
Fantasia Type 
(Michele Galluzzo + Franziska Weitgruber)

Font:
Brass – Fantasia Type (2020)
Anthrazit – Franziska Weitgruber (2020)

Source:
www.cinematografo.it
www.en.wikipedia.org
www.imdb.com
www.mubi.com
www.rjbuffalo.com

Contact:
@fantasia.type


